
WHY APOLOGETICS? INTRO (VIDEO 4:21)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• When you first heard the term “Christian apologetics,” what did you think it was? Be honest.
• What is apologetics, and why is it important for Christians?
• Is apologetics easy? Why or why not?
• What types of positive apologetics arguments have you ever used? For the existence of God? For the Deity    
  of Christ? For the reliability of Scriptures?
• Which positive apologetic do you find the most convincing?  Why?  The least convincing? Why?
• Read these verses and discuss how they demonstrate that Christianity is an evidential faith. 
  (John 14:11; Luke 7:22; Acts 1:2–3, 17:2–3, 17:30–31)
• Which negative apologetic do you struggle with the most?  Why?  Which negative apologetic is the most  
  powerful?  Why?
• Think about someone you know who has “lost” their faith or is skeptical about Christianity.  How could  
  apologetics have helped that person?  
• Of the four reasons for doing apologetics, which do you find the most compelling and why?  
• How do these verses imply that Christians can demonstrate having an examined faith? (Matt. 22:37–38, 1  
  Thess. 5:19–21, 1 John 4:1, Rom. 14:5, 2 Tim. 3:14)
• What if we do not have an adequate response for the questions?  What should we do?
• What are some of the hard questions about Christianity you would like answered?

ACTION POINTS:

• This week, take some time to check out str.org and read some articles on apologetic topics that interest you.
• This week, talk to a Christian friend about apologetics. Explain to them what apologetics is and why it is  
  important.



WHY APOLOGETICS? THE BIBLE COMMANDS IT (VIDEO 2:28)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Read 1 Peter 3:15. What about this verse sticks out to you? Talk about what this verse tells us to do, and the  
  way we are to do it. 
• How is the Greek word apologia (defense) used in Scripture? How is a reasoned argument different from an  
  argument from generalization?    
• How can we have courage and grace when defending our faith?
 
 • Food for Thought: Paul’s Courage & Character

What most impresses me about Paul’s courage isn’t his ability to withstand hostility. Paul’s true courage is shown in his 
gentleness and respect to those who are hostile towards him. Throughout Scripture, Paul doesn’t disrespect or demean 
people even when he’s mistreated. Why? Because his goal is to persuade them even though they are hostile. 
 
Apologetics done in this way is courageous because it recognizes that people aren’t our enemies; false ideas are. Treating 
others poorly doesn’t convince them to embrace our beliefs. We must courageously reject the worldly methods of hostility 
and contempt and respectfully seek to persuade those we hope to lead to the truth.
 
When you feel your emotions beginning to take over important conversations, stop and take a deep breath. Remind yourself 
of your goal: to persuade and to win the person, not the argument. Take the initiative, reason with them, take your time, 
and be courageous.  That’s what Paul did, and it’s a good formula for you and me, too.

• What is the reason that Scripture commands, not only suggests, that we engage in apologetics?
• Why do you think so many Christians don’t engage in apologetics?
• Read 2 Cor. 10:3–5. Why is it important to destroy lies, bad ideas, and lofty opinions raised against the  
  knowledge of God? Discuss why this passage instructs us to destroy arguments and not people.
• Discuss how the following verses also support the use of apologetics. (Matt. 22:37, Mark 12:30, Luke 10:27)
• Read Jude 3. What does contend mean?  Does this imply aggression?  Why would it be necessary to contend  
  for your faith?  
• Is not contending for our faith disobedient to God?  Have you ever disobeyed a command of God?
• What are some reasons why it is difficult to contend, defend, and destroy arguments when it comes to your  
  faith? What has held you back from engaging in apologetics?

ACTION POINTS: 

• This week, take some time to pray about the reasons it is difficult for you to defend your faith. Ask the Lord for  
  courage and wisdom for making an apologetic for what you believe.
• Intentionally share your faith with someone you know this week. Start by asking them questions about what  
  they believe, and then ask if you can share with them what you believe. 



WHY APOLOGETICS - THE GREATEST THREAT TO THE CHURCH (VIDEO 2:25)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Last week, the action items were to pray for courage and wisdom to make a defense for your faith. And also  
  to intentionally share your faith with a friend. Tell us how that went.
• How is anti-intellectualism a serious threat to the church?
• Why do you think apologetics is not taught in most churches?
• Why do you think Christian’s believe what they believe?  Is it blind faith?  Is it because they were told?  Is it  
  because of how they were raised?
• How are Christian’s just riding the emotional roller coaster, cheating themselves out of a richer deeper 
  Christian faith? 
• Tim says a believer that doesn’t understand the arguments and evidence for Christianity have an immature  
  or superficial faith.  Why or why isn’t that an accurate description of some believers?
• What are the different ways we can know things to be true?  (Experience, history, logic, evidence, etc.). 
  What’s the danger or problem with only having a single dimension faith? 
 
• Food for Thought: “Know” in Scripture

 
• The word “Know” occurs 2,000+ times in Scripture. Here is a list of some of the things we are told to know.
• Empirical facts (Genesis 12:11; Acts 2:22)
• Moral Facts (Prov. 10:23; Eph. 5:5)
• Knowledge of spiritual realities (Gen. 15:8-9; Isa. 49:26; Mt. 13:11; 1 Cor. 8:4)
• Evidence cited for the purpose of imparting knowledge (Jn. 20:31; 1 Jn. 5:13)

 
• How has growing a deeper and stronger intellectual Christian foundation affected your Christian walk?  
• Read Matthew 22:37-38. Why does Jesus say that an aspect of the greatest command is to love God with all 
  of our mind?
• How has anti-intellectualism in the church harmed our witness with the secular world?
• What specific things can you personally do to combat anti-intellectualism in your walk with Jesus?
• What specific things can the church do to combat anti-intellectualism among Christians?

ACTION POINTS:

• This week, think through how you are intentionally loving God with your mind. Take 15 minutes each day  
  this week to stretch yourself to think hard. Read an article/ book or listen to a presentation on apologetics  
  or theology. Take some time to memorize a passage of Scripture. Use your mind this week to love the Lord.
• Why Apologetics-The Culture Demands It (video 3:28)



WHY APOLOGETICS - THE CULTURE DEMANDS IT (VIDEO 3:28) 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
• How is apologetics Pre-Evangelism to the culture?
• What is the biggest objection to Christianity you encounter or hear from non-believers?
• What are some well-reasoned answers about the world we can use as a springboard to the Gospel of Jesus 
  Christ?
• Of the 3 “isms” Tim mentions, which do you encounter the most?  Relativism, Pluralism, or Naturalism?
• What is Relativism? What does it say about the truth?
• How do you present the absolute truth to a relativist culture?
• What is Naturalism? What does it say about the truth?
• How do you present a supernaturalistic view to a Naturalistic culture?
• What is Pluralism? What does it say about the truth?
• Read John 14:6. How does this verse speak against Pluralism?
• Why is an exclusivist message (Jesus being the only way) so offensive to our culture?
• How do you present an exclusivist message to a Pluralistic culture?
• J. Gresham Machen says false ideas are the greatest obstacles to the gospel. What are some of the more  
  popular or frequently used “false ideas” you hear?
 
• Food for Thought: Jesus used Apologetics 
 
• Read the argument from the Sadducees in Matthew 22:23-38

• For insight into the Sadducees beliefs, read Acts 23:8 (Sadducees didn’t belief in angels, demons, or the resurrection/ 
  afterlife. They also only believed that the books of Moses (the first 5 books of the O.T.) were Scripture)
• The Sadducees argument is based off of Deuteronomy 25:5-10
• They asked Jesus this question to show that it is unanswerable and therefore the resurrection/afterlife is not real.
 
• Read Jesus’ response in Matthew 22:29-33
• Jesus was prepared to speak with the Sadducees.
• He knew what they believed.
• This is why he mentions that angels are real. Did you catch that part?
• He knew what Scripture was authoritative to them.
• This is why he quotes from Exodus 3, which was a book Moses wrote.
• He knew how to correctly exegete Scripture.
• This is why his argument is based on the present tense verb. “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” not “I was   
  their God, but they died 400 years ago and do not exist because there is no afterlife.” Jesus argues that Exodus 3:6  
  proves there is an afterlife because God claims to presently be the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 400 years after  
  they had died.

ACTION POINTS:

• This week, go onto STR.org and read the Solid Ground article “Society Says” Relativism by Greg Koukl.



WHY APOLOGETICS - THE CHURCH NEEDS IT (VIDEO 4:41)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• What is the most important generation to the church?  (Then next generations) Why?
• How do we help slow the exodus of the next generations away from God?
• Why does the next generation think our church leads to isolationism? 
  What is the apologetic response to this challenge? 
• Why does the next generation think our church is shallow? 
  What is the apologetic response to this challenge? 
• Read 2 Timothy 2:2. How many generations of disciples are mentioned in this verse? 
• Why does the next generation think our church is wrong about sexual ethics?
  What is the apologetic response to this challenge? 
• Isolationism, shallowness, anti-science, sex, exclusivity, doubters. Which of these reasons young people  
  leave the church do you encounter the most? What answers does apologetics provide?
• Tim said that 3 out of 5 teens disengage from the church by the age of 15. Knowing that stat, what do you  
  think we need to do better with our Christian young people?
• Why does the next generation think our church is not a safe place to express our doubts? 
  What is the apologetics response to this challenge? 
• In what ways has apologetics helped to strengthen your faith and build your confidence in Christianity?
• Who was someone that invested in you through teaching you the truths of Christianity? Do you currently  
  have a mentor or someone discipling you? Why/why not?

ACTION POINTS:

• Who are you entrusting with the truths of Christianity? Are you intentionally discipling others and teaching 
them to disciple as well? We need to take seriously Paul’s command to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2. This week, 
meet with the person you are discipling and explain to them the importance of raising up the next generation. 
If you aren’t discipling anyone, then this week find someone to start investing in.



WHY APOLOGETICS - APOLOGETICS IN ACTION (VIDEO 5:03)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

• Have you ever asked yourself “what do I really know about my faith and how do I know that?” (What can I   
  reasonably conclude from the evidence?)
• What is the Christian worldview?  How are these beliefs the best explanation of reality?
• Read Mark 6:17-20; Luke 3:18-19, 7:18-28. Why do you think John the Baptist sent his disciples to ask Jesus  
  this question? What did Jesus use to reassure John the Baptist that he truly was the Messiah? Why didn’t  
  Jesus chastise John the Baptist for doubting? How does Luke 7:18-28 inform us about doubt and the  
  remedy for doubt?
• What factors have led you to doubt? When is a time that you have doubted your faith? What led you out of  
  your doubt?
• Skeptics will often say, “extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence.”  What’s wrong with that  
  statement? (It refutes itself, murder is an extraordinary act, what’s the standard of evidence for that act?). 
• What is the cumulative evidence for the truth of Christianity?  (White board all the responses and discuss.)
• Why evidence of Christianity is most compelling to you? Why?
• You and I have not seen Jesus heal the blind, lame, and deaf. Why do we trust in Jesus, even when we have  
  not seen his miracles with our own eyes? What evidence are we looking to? 
• Read John 20:26-29. What does the last phrase of Jesus mean? Is seeing the only way to have evidence?  
  Why or why not?
• How would you respond to someone who says: “If God would show himself to me, then I would believe 
  in him.”?
  
• Food for Thought: The Disciples Testimony to Us

 
• Followers of all types of religions are willing to suffer and die for their beliefs. But this does not prove that their  
  beliefs are true. 
• So why does the disciples willingness to die for their belief in Jesus’ resurrection provide us with good evidence  
  that it probably happened? 
• Modern martyrs are willing to die out of a trust in beliefs that others have taught them. 
• The disciples died for holding to their own testimony that they had personally seen the risen Jesus. 
• Contemporary martyrs die for what they believe to be true, the disciples died for what they knew to be true.

ACTION POINTS:

• This week take some time to write down some doubts or questions you have about Christianity. After  
  writing them down, seek out answers to your questions. Ask your Outpost Director, a pastor, or search  
  through str.org.  When we seek answers to our doubts, we will find them and simultaneously grow confident  
  in our Faith.



WHY APOLOGETICS - THE RESULTS CONFIRM IT (VIDEO 4:07)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
 
• Read Acts 17:1-4. How did Paul use apologetics in Thessalonica? What were his tactics? What content did    
   he focus on? What people did he target? Why do you think this was Paul’s Method? 
• Read Acts 17:16-34. What were Paul’s tactics in Athens? Did his content change depending on his audience?  
   What things did Paul do that you can use in your apologetics conversations? 
  
• Food for Thought: Paul and Persuasion  • Here are four takeaways.  

First, persuasion happens on purpose. Paul wanted to persuade Jews in Thessalonica of the gospel. We are told, 
“He went to them.” Did you catch that? He didn’t wait for others to come to him. He took the first step. Some say 
defending our beliefs is only needed when we’re asked. 1 Peter 3:15 does say this, but it does not say to only use 
apologetics when asked. Peter and Paul both purposely persuaded others with the good news. We, too, should defend 
our faith when asked but also be intentional about having persuasive conversations.  
 
Second, persuasion involves reasoning together. While Paul was in Corinth, “he was reasoning in the synagogue every 
Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.”Thoughtful conversation, not heated conflict, was Paul’s method. 
If our goal were to win an argument, then rhetoric, clever speech, and passion would be our tools. However, real 
persuasion takes thoughtful discussion. Our goal is to win people, not arguments.  
 
Third, persuasion takes time. When Paul is on trial before King Agrippa (Acts 26), Paul uses the opportunity to 
share his story and the good news of Jesus. Agrippa responds, “In a short time you will persuade me to become a 
Christian.” Paul responds, “I would wish to God, that whether in a short or long time, not only you, but also all who 
hear me this day, might become such as I am, except for these chains.”  
 
While imprisoned in Rome, Paul “was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying 
to persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.” 
(Acts 28:23) 
 
These examples teach us that persuasion doesn’t happen quickly. People need time to think about the gospel 
message before they accept it. One of the most gracious things we can do in our conversations is give people time 
to ponder what we have presented. We don’t need to quickly “close the deal” with a slick presentation of the gospel. 
Persuasion is a slow play, so take your time. 
 
Finally, persuasion takes courage. Paul got himself in some tough situations. He went on trial before King Agrippa, 
faced an angry mob in Ephesus, was taken before Gallio, and was imprisoned in Rome. Through all those hardships, 
Paul showed tremendous courage and kept persuading people of the gospel. 

  
• Have you ever felt unqualified to do apologetics? Why or why not?
• How have you used apologetics to evangelize others?
• Whose conversion from atheism to Christianity do you find the most compelling?  Why?
• What is your conversion story?  How did apologetics play a role?  
• Discuss the 4 reasons we must learn apologetics? (The bible commands it - Where in the bible does it say  
  this? The culture demands it, The church needs it, and The results confirm it.)
• How do we get the training we need to feel confident about apologetics? 
  (STR.org  articles, Podcast, Outposts)

ACTION POINTS:

• This week, set out a game plan to continue training in apologetics. How will you continue to learn about  
  apologetics? In what ways will you start using apologetics in your life? How will you train your children or  
  grandchildren in apologetics? Be intentional and develop a game plan to continue obeying the commands  
  of Scripture to do apologetics. The Bible commands it, the culture demands it, the church needs it, and the  
  results confirm it.


